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Williamsburg, Brooklyn was the first place Jeffrey Graetsch settled when he 
came to New York in 2003, and he has lived there ever since, now with his 
wife, Ashley Klein, and their two children. The home is filled with mid-century 
designs that the couple also sell through their gallery, MDFG. The white 
leather chairs are originally from the Supreme Court of Chandigarh and were 
designed by Pierre Jeanneret, the stools are by Charlotte Perriand,
the lounge table by Martin Szekely, and the rare paper lamps are by Isamu 
Noguchi. The sun screen is by Jean Prouvé.

With a shared passion for mid-century design, gallery couple Jeffrey Graetsch and As hley Klein have 
created a home filled with unique vintage furniture and lamps that ev en the mos t seasoned expert 

would dabble in. A universe they carry on in their gallery MDFG a little further down the street from their 
loft apartment in Williamsburg.

A F  C O L I N  K I N G    F O T O  A D R I A N  G A U T    T E K S T  S O F I E  B R Ü N N E R
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I HAVE COLLECTED ON THE SIGN since my late teens, but in fact it was 
the photograph that originally brought me to New York," says Canadian-born 
Jeffrey Graetsch about the time up to 2015, when he opened the MDFG 
gallery with his wife, Ashley. Klein, who has a background as an architect and 
later a dealer of glass and ceramics. The couple had only known each other for 
quite a short time, but after discovering their common interest in design from 
the great modernists of the last century, they found it natural to create a place 
together.
“Our focus is, and always has been, French design by architects such as 
Charlotte Perriand, Jean Prouvé, Le Corbusier and Pierre Jeanneret. The 
gallery is an intimate space where everyone is welcome and where I personally 
follow customers around, ”says Jeffrey. MDFG stands for Modern Design 
Furniture Gallery and is a sarcastic commentary on a number of words that 
the couple find difficult to overexpose at the time. Jeffrey is remembered when 
he visited New York in the 90s and always made his way past the 1950s gallery 
on Lafayette Street, owned by Anthony DeLorenzo, a pioneer who introduced 
American audiences to European mid-century design. Here the atmosphere 
was good, the exhibited furniture was available, and Jeffrey was allowed to 
touch furniture designed by Jean Prouvé. It is this sense of friendliness that the 
couple has wanted to pass on to MDFG, which has just moved to new 
premises at 87 Grand Street in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, in a building designed 
by Morris Adjmi Architects - the same area in which their apartment is 
located.
“When I moved to New York in 2003 to pursue a career in fashion 
photography, it was Williamsburg in Brooklyn that I landed in. It was then a 
relatively deserted, industrial neighborhood where many young artists lived 
and worked. Like Soho in the 70s and 80s, Williamsburg was a place where 
you could still find large industrial ‘lofts’ and use them as a studio or residence, 
”says Jeffrey. The couple's home is housed in a factory building from the early 
20th century, which was originally used for the steel industry. Clear signs from 
here such as ramps in the hallways and deep dark tracks in the floors from 
metal splinters help to give the rooms history and soul. The original skylights 
in the high-ceilinged rooms give a particularly soft light in the home. The 
furniture in the apartment is constantly replaced with furniture from the 
gallery and vice versa - unique pieces of vintage that Jeffrey has spent sleepless 
nights tracing and requisitioning.
“I like the patina an original object has and that each product

has a history. There is a soulfulness to historical design. That said, we have both 
designs from the early and late modernist period as well as newer art and designs 
from the 80s onwards in our homes. ”
As a natural extension of Jeffrey and Ashley's interest in furniture sign, architecture 
can also raise the couple's pulse, leaving lasting impressions and inspiration. Ashley 
says:
“When I was about 20 years old, I started studying architecture at Harvard and one 
day went through The Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts, which is part of the 
university buildings designed by Le Corbusier in 1962. I was taken aback, just like 
when I visited Michelangelo's Palazzo Farnese in Rome for the first time, which is 
classical architecture completely different from Le Corbusier's brutal architecture. 
But both buildings helped to form the basis of my study and my further work with 
design. ”
Jeffrey points to an entire city rather than a building, when asked which piece of 
architecture has made the most impression on him over time, namely Chandigarh in 
India. Here, the overall urban planning was conceived by the Swiss-French architect 
Le Corbusier, who also designed the monumental public buildings and residential 
buildings that characterize the city. Also the gradually iconic wicker and wooden 
furniture designed by Pierre Jeanneret was created for this particular extensive 
project in the 50s. Furniture that is also part of Jeffrey and Ashley's extensive 
furniture collection. "The French designers' individual approach to design and the 
formal and material qualities of their work appeal to me," explains Jeffrey. Ashley 
adds:
Take, for example, Jean Prouvé, who in the post-war period experimented with new 
methods and materials, among other things. aluminum and steel with mass 
production of furniture in mind. His ingenuity was truly remarkable. We are also 
fascinated by Charlotte Perriand, who started out working with Le Corbusier. Later, 
she traveled to Japan as an adviser to the Ministry of Trade and collaborated here 
with Prouvé, where her designs became more left-wing and egalitarian. She would 
represent social consciousness. She wanted something with her work. ”
Similarly, Ashley and Jeffrey try to put personality and meaning into the gallery and 
into their home. Cultivating culture and history is vital to them both in the family 
and through their work, for as Ashley puts it: “Ultimately, culture is all we have to 
hold on to as a society. It can lead us into or out of the darkness. ”

HERE LIVES
Jeffrey Graetsch and Ashley Klein, 

who together own the MDFG gallery, 
as well as their two young sons.

HOUSING
Attic apartment in an old factory 

building from the beginning of the 
20th century in Williamsburg, New 

York.

The masters meet everywhere in the residence. The Cité 
daybed is by Jean Prouvé, the mobile on the table is by 
Alexander Calder, the work on the wall is by Claire 
Tabouret, and the Antony chair is also by Jean Prouvé.
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Most of the apartment is one level except the guest room, which is located up the stairs in the living room. Both 
the sofa, which is upholstered in leather, and the stool are by Pierre Jeanneret. The tall metal shutter is from one 
of the public buildings that Le Corbusier and Pierre Jeanneret designed for Chandigarh in India in the 50s.

In a fantastic mix are the Flavigny table by Jean Prouvé with the Meribel chairs by Charlotte Perriand, 
the table sculpture Kaki-Persimmons by Isamu Noguchi and the bookshelf by Charlotte Perriand.
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Jeffrey and Ashley are especially passionate about the French
mid-century designers such as Le Corbusier, Charlotte Perriand and 
Jean Prouvé, which is clearly seen in their choice of furniture. Both the 
Cross chair with wicker, the wooden cabinet, the high stool and the 
white sofa are by Pierre Jeanneret, the wall lamp is by Serge Mouille, 
the table lamp is by Isamu Noguchi, and the orange work on the wall 
is by Jonas Woods.
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In the bedroom is a dressing table from a private home in Chandigarh designed by Pierre Jeanneret, on which 
stands a black ceramic table lamp by Carl-Harry Stålhane. The Pierced Seat chair is by the Japanese-American 
artist Isamu Noguchi, who is also behind the pendulum.

The bed has been designed by the couple themselves. 
The three-armed wall lamp is by Serge Mouille, the 
table lamp is by Isamu Noguchi, and the elongated 
table at the foot end and the stool are by Charlotte 
Perriand.
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On the first floor is the guest room with skylight in the attic. The chair and bookshelf 
are by Pierre Jeanneret, the table lamp is a prototype of the Cobra lamp by Elio 
Martinelli, the daybed and the round table are by Jean Prouvé.

In the boys' room stands a child-height table by Isamu Noguchi, the Elephant stool by Sori Yanagi and a bed designed by Charlotte 
Perriand. In the ceiling hangs the lamp A331, nicknamed ‘Beehive’, created by Alvar Aalto.

In the office, a large work by Leelee 
Kimmel hangs over a daybed by 
Charlotte Perriand. The amphithea 
wooden chair with green frame is by 
Jean Prouvé just like the Semi-metal 
chair at the table.




